943 Worthington Ridge 
1810 Orrin Beckley store 
Original burned 


1862 Galpin Store rebuilt in 1862 until the mid 1950s 
Henry N. Galpin store (1820-1892),a storeowner 

& Tamson Dowd (1823-1846) 

& Harriet Dowd (1932-1865), 

& Eliza Sandford (1838-1926). 
Worthington Historic District 


Berlin Historical Society: Walking Tour of Berlin’s Historic District 


The Galpin Store, 943 Worthington Ridge, c. 1862. This brick, two bay facade 
structure is an important 19" century Berlin landmark. This is a rare example of 
early commercial architecture. Much of the detail has been lost in modern . 
alternations but it shows the close similarity of early store buildings to residential 
structures. The brick building replaced an earlier store building that was 
destroyed in a fire. The building operated as a store through the 1950s. 


Historic Buildings of Connecticut 

The white-painted brick building at 943 (AKA 947) Worthington Ridge in Berlin was built c. 1862 
by Henry Galpin as a general merchandise store, replacing a previous store building on the site that had 
been destroyed ina fire. As related by Catharine Melinda North’s History of Berlin(1916): From the time 
as far back as the memory of the oldest living person goes, a prosperous store has been conducted at the 
stand south of the Freedom Hart place, which for many years 
has borne the sign of Henry N. Galpin. Names obtained of those 
who have been at the head of the business here are as follows: 
Orrin Beckley, about 1810; Samuel Porter (died 1838, aged 
eighty-eight); Horace Steele & Dr. David Carpenter; Plumb & 
Deming, 1835; Benjamin Wilcox; S. C. Wilcox; Galpin & 
Loveland; Henry N. Galpin; Strickland Bros., and lastly E. E. 
Honiss. This store formerly carried a line of everything that the 
community might need, including drugs. Physicians’ 
prescriptions were compounded here until, by mutual 
agreement, H. N. Galpin surrendered his drug department to 
Alfred North, who, in exchange, gave up the sale of his 
drygoods to Mr. Galpin. Mr. Galpin was a public-spirited 
citizen, ready at all times to respond liberally to every good 
cause. He was also a man of sterling integrity, as one, who 
knew him well, said, she would not fear to trust him with the 
last cent she owned. 


New England Families, Genealogical and Memorial, Vol. Ill (1913): Hon. Henry Norris Galpin, son of 
Norris Galpin, was born in the old Galpin home on the lower end of Berlin street, Berlin, December 
22, 1820, died December 22, 1892. He attended the common schools and academy in his native 
town and at an early age began to work for a living, his father dying when he was but a boy. He 
began an apprenticeship in a harness maker's shop, but found that he preferred mercantile life and 
entered the employ of Edward Wilcox as clerk. He continued with Mr. Wilcox and his successor in 
business, Samuel C. Wilcox, until after 1850 when he purchased the business and continued it 


successtully to the end of his life. He owned considerable real estate in the vicinity of the store 
building. In 1861 his building and goods were destroyed by fire, but he erected a new building and 
resumed business. Though partly paralyzed from the effects of a fall in 1883, he continued to 
manage his business. He was one of the leading citizens of the town, a substantial and capable 
man of business, active and useful in town affairs. Before the civil war he was a Democrat, but he 
became a Republican in 1860 and continued to support that political party to the end of his life. For 
many years he was town auditor and in 1863-80-82 represented his town in the general assembly. 
He was treasurer of school district No. 5 from 1878 until he died, and was also trustee of the Selden 
school fund. He was one of the organizers of the Wilcox Cemetery Association and was its first 
president, continuing to fill that office until his death. In 1845 he was first commissioned as 
postmaster of Berlin and he held the office almost continuously until he died. The post office was in 
his store. The Galpin Store much altered over the years, operated as a store into the 1950s. It is 
now a private residence. 


1985 Townwide Historic and Architectural Survey of Berlin, Connecticut. Survey # 208 


1862 Galpin Store current owner: John & Rebecca Gustausen 
to-street orientation probably show < C.zeek Revival influence. A store 
was operated at this location from the carliest years of the 19th 
century. Samuel Porter, who died in 1818, was one of its earliest pro- 
prietors. The present building was built about 1862 to repiace an 
earlier from structure destroyed in = fire. Henry Galpin was the long- 
time mid-19th-century owner. y) 


SIGNIT 


Sketch 


2018 Town of Berlin GIS Index. 
1862 current owner: Theodore & Heidi Swanson 


Genealogy: Henry Norris Galpin (1820- 
1892) son of Norris Galpin & Hepsibah 
Wilcox. He was a storeowner. In 1891 
there was a fire and he rebuilt. In 1845 
he married Tamson Dowd (1823-1846) 
daughter of Wyllys Dowd & Rebekah 
Grave. They had one infant daughter. 

In 1864, he married Harriet Dowd 
(1932-1865) daughter of Wyllys Dowd & 
Rebekah Grave. They had a daughter 
Hattie who died young. In 1867 he , oe ae 

remarried to Eliza Sandford (1838-1926) So EE 
and had 3 children: Mary, Ruth and Helen. They are buried in Wilcox Cemetery. 
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The Galpin Store has a two-bay facade wi an entry on e rig under 

a full-width modern shelter. To the left are first and second-floor 
oriel windows; above the entry are small paired windows in a single, 
partially bricked-up opening. The denticular main roof cornice is 

brick and shows a partial return across the gable ends. The semi- 
circular attic window has a stone sill. The right elevation has a side 
entry and a small octagonal stair window; windows on both side elevations 
have brick sills and lintels and are fitted with 6-over-6 sash. The 

left elevation has another side entry. 


DESCRIPTION (Continued! 


The Galpin Store is significant as an important 19th-century Berlin 
landmark and a rare example of early commercial architecutre. Although 
much of its architectural detail has been sacrificed during modern 
alterations, it is still a good example of 19th-century vernacular 
brick construction, one which shows the close similarity of early store 
buildings to residential structures. The @enticular cornice and gable- 
to-street orientation probably show <. C.eek Revival influence. A store 
was operated at this location from the earliest years of the 19th 
century. Samuel Porter, who died in 1818, was one of its earliest pro- 
prietors. The present building was built about 1862 to replace an 
earlier from structure destroyed in « fire. Henry Galpin was the long- 
time mid-19th-century owner. y) 


SIGNIFICANCE 


North, pp. 195-98. 
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